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Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
 
Criteria Meets  
Explanation of 
what you did to 
prepare an 
effective syllabus 
Explains what was 
done to prepare an 
effective syllabus  
I decided for the first time to include an actual calendar with 
important dates marked for the students.  Usually I will just 
include the dates written…however, after getting some student 
feedback from the prior quarter, I realized that this might be 
helpful to many students.  The students welcomed the change 
and said it made it easier to keep track of not just dates, but 
which days of which week of the quarter things were due. 
The successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describes successes 
or challenges 
encountered 
Overall, this change was an easy success.  The only challenge 
was not making the syllabus too bulky.  I was able to avoid that 
by using calendars that were ½ page in size and making the 
syllabus double-sided. 
Plans for 
refinement 
Specifies how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted  
In the future, I think I will incorporate color coding in the online 
version so that the students can more easily tell when certain 
types of assignments or tests are scheduled based on their color 
in a key. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
 
Criteria Meets  
Selection and 
implementation of 
the active learning 
technique for small 
groups 
Names the 
technique and 
explains how it was 
implemented 
I decided after watching the reenacting videos that I needed to 
do a better job at explaining the rationale behind my group 
activities. Students need to know not only what the instructions 
are, but also WHY they are doing it.  What I hope they will gain 
from the activity.  Otherwise, they may see it as useless.  
Therefore, I spend a good 3-4 minutes now explaining 
EXACTLY why I believe this activity will help them to 
understand a certain concept.  They seem very responsive to it 
and also seemed to be more actively engaged in the leaning 
process as a result. 
Selection and 
implementation of 
the active learning 
technique for large 
classes 
Names the 
technique and 
explains how it was 
implemented 
For my large classes, I decided to implement a new policy of 
having a closing activity in order to make sure that they were 
held accountable for their own participation and learning during 
the activity.  In large classes, group activities can be hard to 
monitor and students may easily “disappear”.  Therefore, I now 
have each student rate the members of their group and also have 
them write individual summaries of their own contributions to 
the group.  I let the students know in advance that this was going 
to happen and they seemed to be much more collaborative as a 
result. 
How did it go? 
 
 
 
Describe successes or 
challenges including 
student responses to 
the use of the 
technique(s) 
 
The biggest challenge to implementing these new strategies was 
really gauging how well they worked.  Explaining the rationale 
behind activities was easy, but requiring individual summaries 
and assessments after activities in classes of 150+ students 
added quite a bit of work…although the results made it worth it. 
Plans for Refinement Specifies how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted in 
the future 
In the future, I will make an easier self-assessment tool...perhaps 
online.  One that could be quickly inputted into their gradebook and 
require less manual work of me while still producing the desired 
outcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
Criteria Meets (2)  
Selection and 
implementation of a 
practice to plan for 
class discussions 
Names the practice, 
explains how it was 
implemented, or 
shares the reasons 
for selecting it 
From 3D I decided to start implementing for the first time, the 
practice of opening class with an open ended question to get 
students thinking right off the bat.  I decided to let them know of 
this change in practice one class in advance of its 
implementation so that they could come prepared to participate.  
The first day had mixed results, but by day 3, students knew 
what to expect and began to increase their participation.   
Selection and 
implementation of 
a practice to 
manage class 
discussions 
Names the practice, 
explains how it was 
implemented, or 
shares the reasons 
for selecting it 
I decided to really take control of class discussions by telling 
students that their participation will be limited to 4 comments 
per class.  I have 5 students this quarter who not only dominate 
discussion, but tend to have very opposing views and so their 
discussions and get out of hand and drown out any other 
students.  Since this rule change I have noticed that they are 
more mindful of when they choose to participate. 
Successes and/or 
challenges 
encountered 
Describes successes 
or challenges and 
student responses to 
the use of the 
practice 
Challenges for both really stem from trying to implement these 
changes mid-quarter.  I believe that next quarter will be easier since 
these policies will be explained in detail from the first day. 
I have noticed positive changes with these new policies as 
participation has increased, and more of my introverted students are 
feeling comfortable speaking up. 
Plans for 
refinement 
Specifies how this 
practice or other 
practices from the 
module will be 
used 
Starting from the beginning of the quarter with this policy will be 
the largest refinement, and I hope to get student feedback to help 
improve it further. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
 
Criteria 
Meets  
Explanation of 
what was done to 
revise learning 
outcomes 
Explains what was 
done to revise 
learning outcomes  
I decided that for my course, I needed to adjust my learning 
outcomes by using past student evaluations to revise which 
topics to cover in the textbook. I teach at a Quarter-System 
campus and therefore, it is impossible to teach everything in a 
given textbook.  I am slowed to pick and choose the topics at my 
discretion.  After reading the student surveys, I realized that the 
students clearly preferred some topics over others.  Therefore, I 
decided to revise the learning outcomes by changing the material 
and chapters covered in the course.  The result has been happier 
students as my midquarter evaluations were much much more 
positive. 
Explanation of 
what was done to 
align assessments 
to course learning 
outcomes  
 
Explains what was 
done to align 
assessments to 
learning outcomes  
I decided that in order to better align assessments to student 
learning outcomes, I needed to review whether or not the 
point/grade structure made sense.  Should I curve?  Do I make 
tests worth less and activities worth more?  In the end, I decided 
to add more to the participation grade because I felt that 
participation was greater linked to masterly of the material. 
The students welcomed the change and participation increased. 
Explanation of 
what was done to 
align activities 
and assignments 
to course learning 
outcomes  
 
Explains what was 
done to align 
activities and 
assignments to 
learning outcomes 
I decided to revise my lectures and activities so that they were 
more closely linked to learning outcomes by cutting out lots of 
unnecessary anecdotal illustrations that I would usually give, in 
favor of a more specific approach to focusing the lectures on 
what they will actually be required to learning for the 
assignments and tests.    
Description of the 
successes and 
challenges 
Describes the 
successes and 
challenges 
encountered in at 
least one of the 
three areas 
The biggest challenge for me was omitting much of my 
anecdotal material from my lectures.  I did not get rid of it 
completely as it serves useful in humanizing me a professor, but 
I needed to focus students more on the crucial material that they 
needed to master.  This change was welcomed by my students 
but very difficult for me. 
Plans for 
refinement 
Shares the next 
steps to be taken in 
at least one of the 
three areas 
My next step in revising learning outcomes is to continue to rely 
on student evaluations both mid-quarter and end of quarter in 
order to gauge both student interest and mastery. 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
Criteria Meets   
Description of the 
technique and 
explanation of why 
it was selected 
Name a technique 
from the module, 
describe how it was 
implemented, or 
explain why it was 
chosen 
I decided to, for the first time, really make a concerted effort to 
monitor online activity of my students.  I teach online, but 
admittedly just monitored whether or not assignments were turned 
in.  But I decided to start monitoring whether or not students even 
checked the announcements, or the gradebook and I realized that 
struggling students had much lower activity.  This allowed me to 
catch them early and in some cases I found out that they were 
either uncomfortable with using the class website but were too 
intimidated to ask for help…and I also discovered that some had 
extenuating circumstances keeping them from accessing the 
website regularly.  I will definitely be keeping this technique. 
Successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describe successes 
or challenges, 
including student 
responses to the use 
of the technique 
 
There weren’t many challenges with this technique as it simply 
required me to access the data records daily.  IT proved very useful 
because students seemed very relieved when I intervened quickly 
and asked how I could help. 
Plans for refinement Specify how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted  
In the future, I think I will make regular online access part of the 
students’ participation grade.  That may incentivize them to 
continue regular access. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
Criteria Meets   
Description of the 
technique and 
explanation of why 
it was selected 
Name a technique 
from the module, 
describe how it was 
implemented, or 
explain why it was 
chosen 
I am admittedly new to using graphic organizers in my lectures.  I 
do, however, use multimedia.  I decided to therefore try to 
implement a new technique this quarter involving the use of 
timelines in my Cultures classes and also use multimedia in the 
process.  I found that they worked quite well in giving students 
another tool to help them remember the sequence of events in the 
history of whatever region we are discussing.   I constructed a 
timeline using Prezi with links at given significant points that then 
opened a video or other graphic related to the event on the 
timeline.  This really helped to bring the timeline to life, and 
organize the events in the minds of the students.  I gave a mid-
quarter evaluation asking about the helpfulness of the multimedia 
time line structure, and nearly all students found it helpful. 
Successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describe successes 
or challenges, 
including student 
responses to the use 
of the technique 
 
From the responses o the mid-quarter evaluation, I know that the 
technique was at least successful in helping students understand 
the greater history arc of a region and where the events fall in line.  
The main challenge was that since this was my first time 
employing it, I wasn’t quite sure if my use of multimedia was 
interesting enough.  I went back and forth for a long time before 
deciding on each and every clip I used. 
Plans for refinement Specify how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted  
Next quarter, I plan to tweak it a bit to allow for clicker questions 
to be inserted as well at various points of the timeline so that 
students can take an active participatory role in the learning 
process.  I think this will be an easy adjustment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
Criteria Meets   
Description of the 
technique and 
explanation of why 
it was selected 
Name a technique 
from the module, 
describe how it was 
implemented, or 
explain why it was 
chosen 
I had never thought to allow students to submit questions 
anonymously.  I decided to try it both at the start of the quarter and 
also after the midterm to see if there was anything they wanted to 
change going towards the final.  It was humbling, but helpful 
because when I used to simply ask out loud, hardly anyone would 
respond…but they are much more vocal when anonymous.  I was 
able to learn exactly what the students were thinking and what 
their concerns were.   
Successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describe successes 
or challenges, 
including student 
responses to the use 
of the technique 
 
The main challenge was not taking personally some of the 
questions that were either inappropriate or unhelpful.  99% were 
valid and helpful, but in a large class like mine (250 students), 
some were bound to be offensive.  I had to really ignore those and 
focus on the valid questions that I could actually address 
Plans for refinement Specify how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted  
I think that from now on, the questions will not be anonymous, but 
will be submitted online so that the students have privacy from 
each other, but not from me.  Introverted students will still feel 
comfortable, but it wlll hopefully keep the inappropriate comments 
and questions at bay. 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
Criteria Meets   
Description of the 
technique and 
explanation of why 
it was selected 
Name a technique 
from the module, 
describe how it was 
implemented, or 
explain why it was 
chosen 
I had never thought to allow students to submit questions 
anonymously.  I decided to try it both at the start of the quarter and 
also after the midterm to see if there was anything they wanted to 
change going towards the final.  It was humbling, but helpful 
because when I used to simply ask out loud, hardly anyone would 
respond…but they are much more vocal when anonymous.  I was 
able to learn exactly what the students were thinking and what 
their concerns were.   
Successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describe successes 
or challenges, 
including student 
responses to the use 
of the technique 
 
The main challenge was not taking personally some of the 
questions that were either inappropriate or unhelpful.  99% were 
valid and helpful, but in a large class like mine (250 students), 
some were bound to be offensive.  I had to really ignore those and 
focus on the valid questions that I could actually address 
Plans for refinement Specify how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
I think that from now on, the questions will not be anonymous, but 
will be submitted online so that the students have privacy from 
each other, but not from me.  Introverted students will still feel 
used or adjusted  comfortable, but it wlll hopefully keep the inappropriate comments 
and questions at bay. 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
Criteria Meets   
Description of the 
technique and 
explanation of why 
it was selected 
Name a technique 
from the module, 
describe how it was 
implemented, or 
explain why it was 
chosen 
I decided to implement a self reflection essay on the first day of 
class to allow students to express exactly how they describe 
themselves culturally.  I also ask them to reflect on how their 
background may give them a certain perspective on issues.  My 
class is a  Cultural Geography course, so discussing global culture 
is an integral part of every day lecture.  I always present cultural 
diversity and cultural expression as an asset and resource that will 
provide a multi-perspective approach to learning for all of my 
students.  It must be celebrated. 
Successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describe successes 
or challenges, 
including student 
responses to the use 
of the technique 
 
The biggest challenge in requiring this essay was to make sure that 
students were comfortable sharing information about themselves 
and how they identify themselves.  Some did not participate, and I 
respected that.  But I celebrated those who did and made sure to 
consciously remind myself and others that we are only discussing 
culture though a lens of respect and appreciation. 
Plans for refinement Specify how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted  
In the future, I think I will take a bit more time to discuss my own 
cultural identity in order to put the students at ease with sharing 
theirs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
Criteria Meets   
Description of the 
technique and 
explanation of why 
it was selected 
Name a technique 
from the module, 
describe how it was 
implemented, or 
explain why it was 
chosen 
I decided to try, for the first time, the practice of allowing students 
to participate in the creation of classroom rules of civility.  I was 
very apprehensive, but decided that since college students are 
adults, I would have faith that they would be responsible in this.  I 
was pleasantly surprised that most students wanted very harsh 
punishments for classroom disruption or incivility.  Some of these 
punishments were too harsh and therefore impossible to enforce.  
However, I realized that because they felt that they had skin n the 
game, and their input was appreciated, they were MUCH more 
understanding the few times that these rules had to be enforced. 
Successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describe successes 
or challenges, 
including student 
responses to the use 
of the technique 
 
The challenges were choosing which ideas of the students to 
incorporate and how to explain to some students that their ideas 
could not be included for a variety of reasons.  I did not want them 
to feel ignored or offended. 
Plans for refinement Specify how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted  
In the future, I will preface this policy by saying that while 
everyone can contribute ideas, I will ultimately choose the ones I 
feel are the best and allow students to vote on those to narrow it 
down to 2-3 rules contributed by the students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
Criteria Meets   
Description of the 
technique and 
explanation of why 
it was selected 
Name a technique 
from the module, 
describe how it was 
implemented, or 
explain why it was 
chosen 
I chose two different techniques to try and improve my students’ 
note taking skills.  The first was to simply explain at the start of the 
quarter, while going over the expectations of the class, how crucial 
good note-taking is to student success.  I found 2 studies, 1 by 
Duke University and 1 by Stanford University, that showed a 
direct correlation between good note-taking and test scores.  These 
studies emphasized the benefit that note-taking provides in helping 
students organize their information and therefore make studying 
for exams much more structured and efficient.  After hearing the 
raw data, students seemed to appreciate the purpose and value in 
note-taking.  Whether or not their note-taking had improved from 
it is more difficult to gauge. 
The second technique I employed this quarter was to give more 
obvious verbal cues to students about information that NEEDED to 
be included in their notes.  I this in various ways.  Sometimes, after 
an important point, I would simply pause and tell the students, “I’ll 
give you a minute to write that down.”  Other times, I was more 
direct, saying “make sure you either highlight or put a star next to 
that point because it WILL be on the quiz.” 
All in all, I think both new techniques were easily employed and 
probably helped quite a bit. 
Successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describe successes 
or challenges, 
including student 
responses to the use 
of the technique 
 
The main challenge I had in using these two techniques was 
gauging how successful or helpful they were.  In my opinion, both 
techniques really only gave the students MORE information, and 
in such a case, what is the downside?  I think that if I were a 
student, I would have found these techniques to be quite helpful. 
Plans for refinement Specify how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted  
In the future, I may decide to ask students via a mid quarter survey 
if they found these techniques helpful or if there is something 
different that might work better.  With that information, I would 
make necessary adjustments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
Criteria Meets   
Description of the 
technique and 
explanation of why 
it was selected 
Name a technique 
from the module, 
describe how it was 
implemented, or 
explain why it was 
chosen 
I decided to change my approach to projects in my class and 
implement the “give the students a choice” strategy.  I used to 
simply have specific assignments and that was what the students’ 
grades were based on.  They had no choice in the matter.  This was 
the first time I gave multiple options to students.  Paper vs. hours 
of participatory research vs. project.  It turned out to be quite 
welcomed by the students …although it created a bit more grading 
work for myself. The quality of the assignments improved and I 
think students were both more comfortable and confident simply 
by being given a choice of what assignment to do. 
Successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describe successes 
or challenges, 
including student 
responses to the use 
of the technique 
 
The biggest challenge to implementing this change was making 
sure that every option required roughly the same amount of 
research and work.  I had to tweak the assignments several times 
before I felt comfortable that they were on par with the 
requirements.   
Plans for refinement Specify how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted  
In the future, I will extend this type of policy to include different 
types of participation.  I think I will give points for either in class 
or online participation.  This may help introverted students feel 
more comfortable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection Guide 
Please use this as a guide for writing a reflection that earns a module level badge. You may 
complete this guide and upload it as your submission if you would like. 
 
Criteria Meets  
Explanation of 
what you did to 
prepare an 
effective syllabus 
Explains what was 
done to prepare an 
effective syllabus  
I decided for the first time to include an actual calendar with 
important dates marked for the students.  Usually I will just 
include the dates written…however, after getting some student 
feedback from the prior quarter, I realized that this might be 
helpful to many students.  The students welcomed the change 
and said it made it easier to keep track of not just dates, but 
which days of which week of the quarter things were due. 
The successes and 
challenges 
encountered 
 
 
 
Describes successes 
or challenges 
encountered 
Overall, this change was an easy success.  The only challenge 
was not making the syllabus too bulky.  I was able to avoid that 
by using calendars that were ½ page in size and making the 
syllabus double-sided. 
Plans for 
refinement 
Specifies how the 
technique(s) from 
the module will be 
used or adjusted  
In the future, I think I will incorporate color coding in the online 
version so that the students can more easily tell when certain 
types of assignments or tests are scheduled based on their color 
in a key. 
 
 
